To Governor Charles W, Muskell, of Okl uhome, helonge
the distinetion of belng the omly executive of & sovereigm
#liute to necssmlitate two gensslons of the President's cubinet
in a single dayj to he coneidered of suffioclent force to druw
& tirade of personil abuse from the President of the United
fitate in vhich politics, the rewl cause of the conLroveray,
wWas finully tumed welde wnd the Prosident resorted to an
attuck upon the morul stunding of the man who hed been given
political recognition by an epposition political party,

But Governor Charles W, Muskell is u Tiphter, He ue=
eepted the guage of battle fixed by Prosident Hoomevelt, und,
if an unprejudiced Jury was to pass on the evidence he pre=
sented, it would be wdmitied thuat for once the fearless gove
ernor of the youngent state caused Wr, Roomevelt considershle
paln befors he sought to terminute the controversy,

A chupter in the Roosevel t=Munkell ineldent dealt
lightly vith the unprecedented attitude of the President
towird w state where the ebistitution forbids traffie in
liquors, Lot it be understocd that Governor Masksll is & pro=
hibitionent, We, more than any other man in Oclahone, is re-
sponnible for the now state entering the union free from the
entangloments of the open saloon, It wus in the constitutional
eonvention, of which Governor Muskell wan the guiding hand,
that the liquor interests wera met und routed, Oovermor lag=
kell led the fight aguinet the swloon,

A few wockn after thut notuhle wietory Charles ¥, Mas=
kell snnounced hinself s & candidate for governor, Ie mude
the bold, fearless stutement on every stump that he stood for
prohibition, end if elected would enforee the luw regardless
of cont,

4 He won, The people belleved him, wnd do yet, He fol=
lowed his insugurul sddress by sction, It was to uphold the
law, OkLuhome todiy has whit is conesidored the moet stringent
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prohibition law of any stute in the union, But recently the
prohibition candidute for president declared no such law as
Oklahomu's was ever before enacted,

It is being enforced, OCovernor Huskell practices his
compuign pledges. He stunds as one chief executive who hee
lieves o campuign promise is a sacred obligution,

50 much for the man Haskell, who drew the fire of the
Pregident of the United Stutes and sustained an attack upon
his moral churacter,

In the records of the state of Oklahoma wre two lete
ters, One from the govarnor of the state, anxious 0 execute
the law as written, appealing to the President of the United
States for asslistunce in overcoming the only hindrance to
state~wide prohihition -« inter-gtate shipments of liquor, The
other is the careless, almost brutad dismissal of this appeud
for humunity, to which appears the signuture of Theodore
Roosevelt,

The Muskell letter, written months before the dispute
between the Governor and the President, was as followst

Guthrie, April 8%, 1908,
The President,
Honoruble Theodore Roosevelt,
Washington, D, C,

My dear ¥Mr, Presidonts

Our state constitution adopted stute
wide prohibition and our legislature has provided detailed
legislation of a practicul and efficient character, which, I
am convinced, will fully demonstrate thut prohihition is a
common=sense proposition in the interesgt of the comfort und
welfure of our homes and citizens, as well us & promoter of
good morals, intelligence and prosperity,

There are a few embarrassing ruf;uru, vhich it is he-
yond the power of the state, or in locul option stuten, be=
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yond the power of the counties, to dofend ivself wguinet, and
therefore it becomes negessary for uva Lo appeal to our Chief
Magistrate of the lation, surneatly pray thut you raguest
Congress to compel the whiskey trade to respect the will of
the people in the county or state where prohibition has bheen
e¢stablished,

Pirst: Under the liberty of inter-stute shipments,
whiskey manufactured wund sold in noneprohibition loecalities,
is shipped into comunities where prohibtion ieg the choice
of the people, In our jJudgment The Pederal luw should not
longer ald the whiskey traffie in avoiding the full force wnd
effect of laws adopted for prohibition in stutes or 'counties
that have by their own cholce cast their lot on the side of
morality and protection of its homes aund intere«stute cormmerce
under federal protection, woulld not be a meusns 0f destroying
the will of the people in any loculity, putiMMy objectione
able in this Line in the express company practice of prompt
deliveries in small quantities,

Secondt The United Stutes malls are delivering large
quantities of printed eirculurs, Yetters, ete,, us well us
newspapers contulning advertisements soliciting mall orders
and Nxpress Compuny patronage in prohibition territory? We
submit thut this is un abuse of the United ftates mails that
should be prohibited by Congressional action,

We therefore appeal to you to reeormend that Congress
shouldm ut leust, remove from the laws of our land, any proe
tection, wid or assistunce, thut is now granted to the dee
stroyers of good morale wnd happy homes by aiding them to
either ashlp forbidden beverages into prohibition territory or
furnish meil facilitlies for the conduct wund expleiting of

their bnaln‘as.
Respectifully,
(8igmed) €, N, Haskell,

' s N i
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70 this President Roogevelt replied as followss

T WHITE HOUSE

Wushington,

April 135, 1908,
Wy dear Governors
I have received yourletter and shall give
it careful consideration, The matters, of course, concern
Congress primarily, and legislation is now under consideration
t0 decrease the amount of assistance which violaters of local
prohibition statutes cun obtain from the rules necessarily
protecting interstute commerce und the use of the muils,
Sincerely yours,
(8igned) THUBONORE ROOSEVELT

Hon, C. ¥, Haskell,

Governor of Okluhoma,
Guthrie, Oklahoma,

Roosevelt in Oklahoma.

But the officiul records of President Roosevelt and
Governor Haskell in this instance, and the administration of
Oklahoma's governor snd hisz support of prohibition, both pers
sonally and officially, neceasitates & review of HRoosevelt,
the man, and his own moral measurementa,

Let a recent Oklahoma exumple suffices

President Roosevelt cume to Okluhomu Tervitory, jJust
prior to statehood, to enjoy a hunt on an Indian reservation,
He knew the laws @f the Nation forbid the introduction of
ligquors on Indiun lundsj he knew that vi.o).#tinn of this law
was subjeet to jall sentence; that thousands of men who had
been discovered with less amount of intoxicunts wbout them,
had heen sent off to prison after being arraigned before
United Statea courts; yet the greut preacher on morsl perfecté
fon, the crusader against the law breaker, great and small,
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forgot the big stick, forgot the square deul,und not only
permitted the introduction of & lurge stoek of intoxicunts by
his party, but imbibed himself most heartily, leaving behind
thom at the oamp fire a trail of bHottles to moek the law and
mininize the efforts of the officers who were employed by
the seme Federal government 0 prevent that which the President
umoﬂf%lightnd o tolarnw;&;_

In Oklahoma there are many people who well remember the
Roomevelt visity, t};o wolf hunt, the crowd that accompunied the
President and the unusuad hilarity that marked thelr stay,
remote asm it was from the gaze of the public, und free from
the inquisitiveness of presn reporters, :

These affidavita tell the story of Mr, Roosevelt's right
to impeach the moral standing of him whe is responsible for
Oklahoma being ratod «8 the mopt perfect prohibition atuate in
 the unloni .

Mountuin Purk, Oklak Oct, 13, 1908,
Statement of A, L, ﬁoyd.

I, A T loyd, now & resident of Mountain Purk, Okla=
homia, was & resident of Frederick, Okluhoma, in April 19056 at
the time President Hoosevelt cwme to that place for his hunt
in the Big Pasture, and I saw hinm and his party arrive in

nat Lown,

After they hwd pone I visited the deserted carp and
there saw approximately a wagon load of Bwpty beer, whiskey
and chumpagne bottles oOn ihe canp ground,

(8igned) A, L. Toyd,

Prederick, Okla, Oct, 15, 1908,
Hon, 0. N, Haskell,
Governor of Oklahoma,
Gutheie, Okla,
Your BExcellenoy: Y

On Saturday evening, Apr, &, 1900, President

.|
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Theodore Roosevelt in company with approximately a dozen of
his guests went to Yrederick, Okla, by rail aund from there went
18 miles oust into the Big Pasture $0 hunt for five duys, They
remained at this cwyp until and inecluding Thursday, Apre 13,
1998, hunting all five days, the first of which was Sunday,
Apr, 9,

The Big Pusture wus then an Indiun reservation and under
strict federal prohibition law, The penalty for introducing
intoxlcating liquors into that reservation being the peniten=
tiury, snd although the cump of the President's hunting party
was about 14 miles inside of the reservation large gquantities
of beer, whiskey, und champagne were by them taken into the
reservation and to their camp,

These liquors were largely bought from two saloun
keepers (which were then licensed in Prederick), namelys
Bill Tasater and Tem (osney, The beer was largely carried o
eamp- on government pack mules, four cusest® each mule, One
liveryman hauled a barrel of beer and some champagne; the
whiskey was tuken by army wagons., A lurge number of the empty
bottles were burled in the camp before they left but some
were left on the ground,

Respectfully,
(8igned) J, J, Thomson,

Stutemeny of. ¥dison Curter,

I, ¥dison Carter,  huve - Yived in Trederick for a nume
ber of years, I was here when President Roosevelt, and his
party cume here to hunt in the Big Pasture in 1905, I san at
that Wme a number of govermment pack mules, louded with cases
of beer in front of a suloon in Frederick, evidently to he
taken to the President's camp, That evening, Saturday, I

went out 1o the cump, and while there I saw seversl of the cuses
of beer in one of the tents in the camp, I returned o FPrede



7
erick, the next morning, and did not see any of the liguors
used,

(8igned) aimon Carter,

STATE OF OKLAHOMA,
COUNTY OF TILLMAN,

George Nichols being firat duly sworn, deposes and
sayns: On Suturday, April 8, 1905, I went to the cump where
- President Theodore Roogevelt and his purty hunted in the Big
Pusture on April 9, to 13 inclusive, I wus in the camp and
with the unting party practicully all of the five duyss I
saw bheer there in jarge quantities and vhiskey und champugne,
Vhiskey was on the tuble at every meal} the bheer was kept in.
a large hole in the ground, being wrranged with alternute
layers of ice, lmpty beer, wine and whiskey hottles were
thrown into the hole when the camp was hroken and covered
there before the President left the cuamp, The moast of the
beer was tuken out from FPrederick to the camp on Government
mules,
. I saw the whole perty, including the President, drinking
tousta in charpaigne, . .

(Signed) Geo, B, ¥ichols,

(SEAL)

Sworn % md subscribed before me this 13th duy of O¢=
tober, 1908,

(8igned) Georgie Coic,,
County Stenographer & Ex-0fficio
Clerk of the County Court,

Accepting Mr, Roosevelt at his own definition of great=
ness: “the mun who 'doep things®, Okluhoma is ready to weigh
Charles N, Haskell in the scales with iheodore Roosevelt,
with the personal life of the men to be the weights, und their
official mets to be oﬁumtod as an addicionul badge of nerit
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for him who can emarge from the trial with the wupproval of
Chrigtian Pnnﬁla who can noi depart from the good 0ld adage!d
"By thy acth ye shal) be known,®

4 '\*-_4



