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State of the State
Governor Dewey Bartlett

January 5, 1971

GOVERNOR NIGH, SPEAKER PRIVETT, PRESIDENT PRO TEM FINIS
SMITH, HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE 33RD OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE,
GUEST, MY FELLOW OKIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMENT:

WELCOME BACK TO OKLAHOMA CITY FOR THE START OF THE FIFTH
ANNUAL SESSION OF THE OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE.

EIGHT YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF OKLAHOMA
WILL END FOR ME NEXT WEEK.  I VALUE VERY MUCH THIS HONOR AND
THESE YEARS, AND I THANK YOU FOR THE COOPERATION I HAVE
RECEIVED - - AS A SENATOR, AND MOST PARTICULARLY THE LAST FOUR
YEARS AS GOVERNOR OF OKLAHOMA.

MY SPECIAL THANKS TO YOU LEADERS – SENATOR MCSPADDEN
AND SENATOR SMITH AS PRESIDENTS PRO TEMPORE, REPRESENTATIVE
PRIVETT AS SPEAKER, SENATOR GARRISON AND REPRESENTATIVE
CONNOR AS MINORITY FLOOR LEADERS.

THE RECORD OF THIS ADMINISTRATION IS YOUR RECORD AND MINE
COMBINED WITH THE EFFORTS OF THE ENTIRE EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL
BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT, AND THOUSANDS OF CONCERNED CITIZENS
OF OKLAHOMA.

MOST OF YOU LOOKED FOR SOLUTIONS TO STATE PROBLEMS
THROUGH A DEMOCRATIC POINT OF VIEW -- I FROM A REPUBLICAN
VIEWPOINT.  THIS COMPETITIVE DIFFERENCE, I BELIEVE, BROUGHT OUT
THE BEST IN EACH OF US.

YOU LOOKED FOR SOLUTIONS FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF YOUR
CONSTITUTENTS IN YOUR DISTRICTS, AS WELL AS FOR THE BENEFIT OF
THE ENTIRE CITIZENRY -- I FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF ALL THE
CITIZENS.

BECAUSE OF AN EMBRYO TWO-PARTY SYSTEM - -NOT IN SPITE OF IT
-- WE HAVE HAD A COMPETITIVE YET HARMONIOUS RELATIONSHIP, 56
VETOES WITH ONLY 3 FINAL OVERRIDES ATTESTS TO THIS FACT.  THIS
RELATIONSHIP HAS PRODUCED A GOOD RECORD -- YOUR RECORD, MINE,
AND THAT OF THE EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES OF OKLAHOMA
STATE GOVERNMENT -- THE RECORD OF THIS ADMINISTRAITON.
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THIS RECORD IS THE STATE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA, TO
WHICH I AM REQUIRED BY THE CONSTITUTION TO ADDRESS MYSELF.

DURING THE FOUR YEARS OF THIS ADMINISTRATION, THERE WAS A
GRAND TOTAL OF $1,116,148,346 DOLLARS APPROPRIATED BY THE
LEGISLATURE.  THIS REPRESENTS A 46.4% INCREASE OVER THE TOTAL
APPROPRIATIONS DURING GOVERNOR BELLMON’S ADMINISTRATION, AND
AN INCREASE OF 81.6% OVER THE FOUR YEARS OF GOVERNOR J. HOWARD
EDMONDSON.

DURING THE FOUR YEARS OF THIS ADMINISTRATION, FROM FISCAL
1967 TO 1971, TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS INCREASED BY $131.8 MILLION, OR
65.3%.

SOME OF THE REASONS FOR THIS TREMENDOUS GROWTH IN THE
STATE’S APPROPRIATED REVENUE ARE A GENERAL GROWTH IN THE
STATE’S ECONOMY, AN AMENDMENT TO THE BUDGET BALANCING ACT.
AN INCREASE IN THE CIGARETTE AND TOBACCO TAXES, AND A MORE
VIGOROUS COLLECTION OF TAXES BY THE STATE TAX COMMISSION.
(27,700 MORE STATE INCOME TAX RETURNS WERE FILED LAST YEAR AS
COMPARED WITH THE PREVIOUS YEAR.)

REVIEWING THE MAJOR FUNCTIONS OF STATE GOVERNMENT
REVEALS SOME ASTOUNDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS OVER THE LAST FOUR
YEARS.

APPROPRIATIONS TO OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM INCREASED BY
81.9%, PUBLIC HEALTH AND ASSISTANCE INCREASED BY 82.8%, MENTAL
HEALTH WAS UP 29%, SOCIAL SERVICES UP 19%, PUBLIC SAFETY
INCREASED 63%, OUR HIGHWAY PROGRAM INCREASED BY 27%, THE
REGULATORY SERVICES HAD AN APPROPRIATION INCREASE OF 70%, AND
NATURAL RESOURCES ROSE 71%.

ALL OF THIS GROWTH AND EXPANSION IN THE SERVICES STATE
GOVERNMENT PROVIDES ITS CITIZENS HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED OVER
THE LAST FOUR YEARS WITHOUT A GENERAL STATE TAX INCREASE.  WE
HAVE EXPERIENCED ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND WE HAVE LEARNED TO
STRETCH THE TAX DOLLAR BY BRINGING BETTER EFFICIENCY AND
ECONOMY TO STATE GOVERNMENT.

DURING THE FOUR YEARS OF THIS ADMINISTRATION, A TOTAL OF
$711,771,000 DOLLARS HAS BEEN, OR WILL BE, INVESTED IN NEW OR
EXPANDED INDUSTRY IN 67 OF THE STATE’S 77 COUNTIES.  ACCORDING TO
THE COMPANIES INVOLVED, THIS INDUSTRIAL GROWTH HAS CREATED, OR
WILL CREATE, MORE THAN 37,000 JOBS.  A WORLD TRADE SPECIALIST,
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ADDED IN 1970 TO THE STAFF OF THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
PARK DEPARTMENT, WILL DEVELOP FOREIGN TRADE FOR OKLAHOMA
COMPANIES.

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN OKLAHOMA HISTORY, THE AVAILABLE
LABOR FORCE IN OUR STATE PASSED THE ONE-MILLION MARK -- IN EACH
OF THE LAST TWO YEARS.

EMPLOYMENT HAS INCREASED TO AN ESTIMATED 994,000 IN 1970.
THIS IS AN INCREASE OF APPROXIMATELY 4,600 OVER 1969, AND IS 71,600
MORE THAN IN 1966, OR A 7.8% INCREASE OVER THE FOURYEARS.

THIS PHENOMENAL GROWTH AND EXPANSION OF OKLAHOMA’S
ECONOMY HAS BEEN THE WORK OF A MOST COMPETENT INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT TEAM IN STATE GOVERNMENT, COUPLED WITH
HUNDREDS OF LEADERS AT THE LOCAL LEVEL.  THERE IS A NEW
ENTHUSIAM IN RURAL OKLAHOMA - - AN ENTHUSIAM THAT IS
GENERATED BY ITS PROVEN ABILITY TO ATTRACT INDUSTRY AND JOB
OPPORTUNITIES.  IT HAS SHOWN LEADERSHIP AND CIVIC PRIDE BY
MAKING THE SMALL COMMUNITIES OF OKLAHOMA ATTRACTIVE TO
INDUSTRY “ON THE GROW”.  THEY NOW FACE THE FUTURE WITH
CONFIDENCE AND HOPE.

ASSISTING IN THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF OKLAHOMA ARE
SEVERAL PROGRAMS.  THE OZARKS REGIONAL COMMISSION HAS SPENT
$4.8 MILLION DOLLARS IN OKLAHOMA OVER THE PAST FOURYEARS.
OKLAHOMA HAD THE FIRST ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
DISTRICT WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI.  WE NOW HAVE 6 EDA DISTRICTS
WHICH HAVE DEVELOPED $27.1 MILLION DOLLARS IN FEDERAL
PROGRAMS DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION.  LAST YEAR, OKLAHOMA
WAS 4TH AMONG THE 50 STATES IN EDA EXPENDITURES.  THE OKLAHOMA
COMMISSION FOR FULL EMPLOYMENT, OPERATION PRO (PETROLEUM
RETAIL OWNERSHIP), AND THE OKIE-TYPE COMPANIES WERE CREATED TO
BOOST MINORITY EMPLOYMENT AND MANAGEMENT IN THE STATE.

OUR TOURISM PROGRAM GENERATED AN ESTIMATED $435 MILLION
DOLLARS IN EXPENDITURES IN OKLAHOMA LAST YEAR, MORE THAN HALF
OF WHICH CAME FROM OUT-OF-STATE TRAVELERS.

SIX YEARS AGO, LEGISLATION WAS BEING PREPARED TO SELL THE
STATE LODGES BECAUSE OF THEIR LARGE INDEBTEDNESS AND LOW
PROFITS.  LAST YEAR, NOT ONLY HAS THE DEBT PAID OFF TWO YEARS IN
ADVANCE, BUT $690,000 IS CURRENTLY BEING SPENT TO REFURBISH THE
LODGES.
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THE MANAGEMENT STUDY OF STATE GOVERNMENT IS SAVING THE
STATE AN ESTIMATED $20 MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR BY STRETCHING
THE TAX DOLLAR, PRODUCING ADDITIONAL REVENUES, AND USING
SOUND BUSINESS PRACTICES.  NEW PROGRAMS SUCH AS THE
CONSOLIDATION OF DATA PROCESSING AND THE CREATION OF A STATE
MOTOR POOL WERE STARTED.  THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
AFFAIRS AND PLANNING WAS CREATED IN 1970 TO LEND STATE
EXPERTISE TO THE LOCAL COMMUNITIES IN IMPLEMENTING THE
FEDERAL PROGRAMS, OVERALL PLANNING, AND COORDINATING WITH
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.  THE PROGRAM FOR EMPHASIZING STATE-
CHARTERED BANKS HAS INCREASED THE NUMBER FROM 199 TO 231, THUS
KEEPING MORE MONEY IN THE STATE.  THE INVESTMENT OF IDLE STATE
FUNDS, HANDLED BY THE LAND OFFICE, RESULTED IN $355,000
ADDITIONAL INCOME IN TWO YEARS, AND THE RENTALS CHARGED ON
PUBLIC SCHOOL LANDS WERE MADE MORE REALISTIC, PROVIDING AN
INCREASE OF $750,000 ANNUALLY.  THESE TWO INCREASES DIRECTLY
BENEFIT THE SCHOOL CHILDREN OF OKLAHOMA.  THE SCHOOL LAND
OFFICE OPERATES A GREATLY EXPANDED PROGRAM WITH EIGHT FEWER
EMPLOYEES.  OKLAHOMA LEADS ALL 19 STATES WITH INSURANCE FUNDS
WITH THE GREATEST PERCENTAGE OF YIELD FROM INVESTED MONIES.  A
HALF-MILLION DOLLAR REFUND - - THE LARGEST IN HISTORY - - WAS
MADE IN 1970 TO PUBLIC AGENCIES WHICH BUY WORKMEN’S
COMPENSATION INSURANCE FROM THE STATE.  THE STATE HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT IS CURRENTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR A PROGRAM INCREASED
BY $25 MILLION, YET ADMINISTERED BY 126 FEWER EMPLOYEES THAN IN
DECEMBER 1966.  THE ADMINISTRATION’S EFFORTS TO EARN AN
EQUITABLE RATE OF INTEREST ON THE TAXPAYERS’ MONEY ON DEPOSIT
IN OKLAHOMA BANKS WAS INSTRUMETNAL IN AN INCREASE IN STATE
REVENUES OF OVER $5 MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR.

OTHER GOVERNMENTAL REFORMS INCLUDE THE COMPLETE
OVERHAUL OF OUR PENAL SYSTEM.  THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
WAS CREATED IN 1967 AND IS NOW INVOLVED IN INNOVATIVE
PROGRAMS, SUCH AS THE PRE-RELEASE CENTERS AND THE LINK
COMMITTEE, TO CUT THE RECIDIVISM RATE.  DURING THE LAST FOUR
YEARS OUR INMATE POPULATION HAS INCREASED BY ONE-THIRD, WHILE
APPROPRIATIONS INCREASED BY ONE-HALF.  THE NUMBER OF PROBATION
AND PAROLE OFFICERS HAS INCREASED FROM 13 TO 58, INCREASING THE
NUMBER UNDER SUPERVISION FROM UNDER 1,000 TO OVER 6,000.
CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY ON A DIAGNOSTIC EVALUATION CENTER
FOR ADULTS AT MCALESTER, AND ON A SIMILAR FACILITY FOR
JUVENILES AT THE MISSION HOME IN SAND SPRINGS.
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OKLAHOMA’S JUDICIAL SYSTEM ALSO WAS REVAMPED DURING
THIS ADMINISTRATION, AND OKLAHOMA IS NOW CONSIDERED A LEADER
AMONG STATES IN COURT REFORM.  JUDICIAL SALARIES WERE
INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY; SUPREME COURT AND COURT OF CRIMINAL
APPEALS JUDGES NOW RUN ON THEIR RECORD; AND OTHER JUDICIAL
RACES ARE NON-PARTISAN.  ONE OF THE INITIAL ACTS OF MY
ADMINISTRATION WAS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JUDICIAL NOMINATING
COMMISSION TO RECOMMEND QUALIFIED PERSONS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO JUDICIAL VACANCIES.  IN 1967, OUR CONSTITUTION WAS CHANGED TO
ADOPT THIS CONCEPT FOR APPOINTMENT OF OUR APPELLATE JUDGES.

OKLAHOMA, THE ONLY STATE IN THE NATION TO ADMINISTER ITS
OWN OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY WITHOUT GOING THROUGH A
REGIONAL OFFICE, IS REACHING THE POOR MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN
OTHER STATES.  THIS IS KNOWN BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AS THE
“OKLAHOMA PLAN”.  THE STATE OEO YOUTH PROGRAM HAS RECEIVED
NATIONAL RECOGNITION.  AMONG OTHER THINGS, WE APPOINTED THE
FIRST YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL.

IN ORDER TO GUARANTEE EQUAL RIGHTS TO ALL OUR CITIZENS,
THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT WAS PASSED DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION.  THE
FIRST BLACK JUDGE AND THE FIRST BLACKS ON THE A & M BOARD OF
REGENTS AND THE TULSA JUNION COLLEGE BOARD OF REGENTS WERE
APPOINTED BY THIS ADMINISTRATION.  THE FIRST FIVE BLACKS ARE NOW
ON THE HIGHWAY PATROL.  THE OKLAHOMA INDIAN AFFAIRS
COMMISSION WAS CREATED AND THE FIRST OKLAHOMA INDIAN TRADE
FAIR WAS HELD DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION.

ONE OF THE HALLMARKS OF THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN THE
UNPRECEDENTED SUPPORT OF OUR COMMON SCHOOL EDUCATION
SYSTEM.  APPROPRIATIONS INCREASED BY 89.3% OVER THE LAST FOUR
YEARS, THE BIGGEST INCREASE IN STATE HISTORY.  A GRAND TOTAL OF
MORE THAN $364 MILLION DOLLARS WAS APPROPRIATED TO COMMON
SCHOOL EDUCATION DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION.

FOR THE FIRST TIME, STATE MONIES WERE APPROPRIATED FOR
SCHOOL COUNSELORS, SPECIAL EDUCATION, AND KINDERGARTENS.  THE
NUMBER OF SCHOOL COUNSELORS HAS INCREASED FROM 370 TO 540
OVER THE LAST FOUR YEARS.  THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS RECEIVING
SPECIAL EDUCATION HAS INCREASED BY 191.1%, FROM 14,117 TO AN
ESTIMATED 41,200 DURING THE FOUR YEARS.  THE NUMBER OF
KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS HAS INCREASED BY 83%, AND THE NUMBER
OF KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS HAS INCREASED BY 51%.
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THE AVERAGE TEACHER’S SALARY INCREASED BY $1,565 AND OUR
TEACHERS’ RETIREMENT PROGRAM WAS SO COMPLETELY REHAULED
THAT IT IS NOW REGARDED AS ONE OF THE FINEST IN THE NATION.  IN
ESSENCE, THE RETIREMENT BENEFIT FOR A TEACHER WITH 40-YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE HAS INCREASED DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION FROM $180
A MONTH TO $340 A MONTH, AN INCREASE OF 88%.

OKLAHOMA RANKS SECOND IN THE NATION IN ENROLLMENT WITH
95.7% OF OUR CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGE OF 5 AND 17 ENROLLED IN
SCHOOL.  SEVENTY PERCENT OF OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES GO TO
COLLEGE, COMPARED WITH THE NATIONAL AVERAGE OF ONLY 62%.

APPROPRIATONS TO THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION
INCREASED BY 66.1% DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION.  FACULTY SALARIES
ROSE BY 31.9%.  THE FIRST NEW, FULLY STATE-SUPPORTED INSTITUTION
OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN OKLAHOMA IN 50 YEARS BEGAN OPERATION
DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION WHEN TULSA JUNIOR COLLEGE OPENED
ITS DOORS LAST FALL.  WE GREATLY INCREASED THE OUTPUT OF HEALTH
AND MEDICAL TECHNICIANS TO MATCH THE NEEDS OF THE STATE.  THIS
INCLUDES A PROGRAM TO INCREASE THE OUTPUT OF DOCTORS BY 50%.
LAST FALL’S FRESHMAN CLASS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA
MEDICAL SCHOOL ENJOYED A 35% INCREASE IN ENROLLMENT.  WE ALSO
BEGAN A RURAL MEDICAL EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP FUND TO ATTRACT
G ADUAT DOCTORS TO THE RURAL AREAS OF OKLAHOMA.  A NEW
CLOSED-CIRCUIT TELEVISED INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM WILL SOON
BRING POST-GRADUATE COURSES FROM FOUR OKLAHOMA CAMPUSES TO
INDUSTRIAL COMMUNITIES OF OKLAHOMA.  OUR COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES CONFER 20% MORE BACHELORS’, MASTERS’, AND
DOCTORS’ DEGREES THAN THE AVERAGE STATE ON A POPULATION BASIS.
THE FIRST STATE FUNDING OF THE STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM BEGAN
DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION, GUARANTEEING $13.9 MILLION IN LOANS
TO 13,355 STUDENTS, AND PLANS ARE UNDERWAY FOR THE OKLAHOMA
SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY TO OPEN ITS DOORS IN THE FALL OF 197 .

OUR VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM HAS GROWN
FROM FOUR TO 15 SCHOOLS IN THE LAST FOUR YEARS AND IS THE ENVY
OF MOST EVERY OTHER STATE.  APPROPRIATIONS HAVE INCREASED BY A
REMARKABLE 212%.  SKILLED TRAINING, TAILOR-MADE TO THE NEEDS OF
NEW OR EXISTING INDUSTRY, PROVED TO BE ONE OF THE BEST TOOLS
FOR ATTRACTING INDUSTRY TO OKLAHOMA.  THE FIRST RESIDENTIAL
RURAL SKILL CENTER IN THE UNITED STATES IS LOCATED IN THE FORMER
SULPHUR JOB CORPS CENTER.

OUR STATE LIBRARY SYSTEM SAW ITS APPROPRIATION INCREASED
BY 83% ENABLING THE NUMBER OF COUNTIES IN MULTI-COUNTY
SYSTEMS TO INCREASE FROM 8 TO 25.
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OKLAHOMA HAS MADE A SUBSTANTIAL INVESTMENT IN ITS YOUTH
THROUGH IMPROVING OUR TOTAL EDUCATION SYSTEM.  WE HAVE MADE
AN INVESTMENT IN OUR YOUTH AND THE PROMISE THEY HOLD FOR ALL
OF OKLAHOMA’S TOMORROWS.

OKLAHOMA HAS ALSO TAKEN POSITIVE STEIPS IN THE LAST FOUR
YEARS TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT.  WE HAVE
PASSED THE SCENIC RIVERS ACT OF 1970, THE CLEAN AIR ACT OF 1967,
THE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT ACT OF 1970, THE FEED YARDS ACT OF
1969, THE OPEN CUT RECLAMATION ACT OF 1967, AND OTHER
LEGISLATION ALLOWING TAX CREDITS FOR POLLUTION CONTROL
INVESTMENTS BY PRIVATE INDUSTRY.  THE DEPARTMENT OF POLLUTION
CONTROL WAS CREATED IN 1968 AND EXPANDED IN 1970.  OKLAHOMA IS
AMONG THE TOP FOUR STATES IN THE NATION IN THE NUMBER OF WATER
POLLUTION CONTROL PROJECTS CONSTRUCTED BY MUNICIPALITIES.  AN
ENVIRONMENTAL SEMINAR WAS HELD LAST YEAR AT OKLAHOMA STATE
UNIVERSITY WHICH RESULTED IN THE CREATION OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL.  THE ARKANSAS-VERDIGRIS RIVER
PLANNING COMMISSION OF OKLAHOMA WAS CREATED TO INSURE THE
ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT OF OUR NEW WATERWAY TO THE SEA WITH
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON LAND USE AND THE ENVIRONMENT.  TWO
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS DAYS WERE HELD AS A STATEWIDE
CLEAN-UP EFFORT AND EDUCATION PROGRAM.  WE INSTITUTED A
PESTICIDE MONITORING PROGRAM AND THERE HAS BEEN INCREASED
FUNDING FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS CONDUCTED BY STATE
AGENCIES.

TO BETTER PROTECT THE LIVES AND PROPERTY OF OKLAHOMA
CITIZENS, OUR STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT SYSTEM HAS BEEN GREATLY
IMPROVED.  THE OKLAHOMA BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ADDED SIX
AGENTS AND ALL 21 AGENTS ARE NOW TRAINED IN NARCOTICS AND
DRUG ABUSE CONTROL.  LAST YEAR, THE BUREAU PRESENTED A
TRAINING COURSE ON DRUG ABUSE TO 848 LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS AND
APPROXIMATELY 475 HIGHWAY PATROLMEN.  DURING THE FIRST
QUARTER OF THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR, THE BUREAU PROVIDED
LABORATORY SUPPORT TO FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES IN 1,088 CASES INVOLVING MARIJUANA AND
OTHER DRUGS.  THIS WAS AN INCREASE OF 79% OVER THE SAME PERIOD A
YEAR AGO.  TO COORDINATE THE ATTACK ON DRUG ABUSE, OKLAHOMA
WAS THE FIRST STATE IN THE NATION TO CREATE A NARCOTICS AND
DRUG ABUSE COUNCIL BY EXECUTIVE ORDER.
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WHEN ANOTHER TRAINING SESSION IS COMPLETED EARLY THIS
YEAR, OUR HIGHWAY PATROL STRENGTH WILL HAVE INCREASED BY 50%.
THE HIGHWAY PATROL ALSO ASSUMED THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR SAFETY
IN AND AROUND 20 MAJOR LAKES IN OKLAHOMA.  AND THE AVIATION
DIVISION OF THE HIGHWAY PATROL IS ALSO ASSISTING IN FOREST FIRE
PROTECTION BY PROVIDING A “FLYING WATCH TOWER” FOR OSTLY
FOREST FIRES IN EASTERN AND SOUTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA.  TWO –MAN
HIGHWAY PATROL UNITS WERE INSTITUTED ON A LIMITED BASIS.

A STATEWIDE LAW ENFORCEMENT PLAN HAS BEEN ADOPTED
WHICH, ALONG WITH GOOD LEADERSHIP FROM EVERY SEGMENT OF THE
POPULATION, HAS MADE OKLAHOMA PROBABLY THE LARGEST STATE IN
WHICH THERE HAS NOT BEEN A SINGLE DEATH OR SERIOUS INJURY AS
THE RESULT OF RACIAL OR CAMPUS UNREST.

IN HIGHWAY SAFETY, WE HAVE INSTITUTED A VEHICLE INSPECTION
PROGRAM, A BREATHALYZER TEST FOR DRINKING DRIVERS, A LICENSE
RE-EXAMINATION PROCEDURE, AND OTHER SAFETY PROGRAMS.  ALL BUT
SIX HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE STATE NOW PROVIDE DRIVER EDUCATION
COURSES AND ARE - - FOR THE FIRST TIME - - SUPPORTED BY THE STATE.
IN THE FOUR YEARS OF THIS ADMINISTRATION, THE NUMBER OF
HIGHWAY DEATHS PER 100 MILLION MILES DRIVEN HAS DROPPED FROM
5.7 TO AN ESTIMATED 4.6 - - THE LOWEST IN STATE HISTORY.  THIS
COMPARES WITH AN ESTIMATED NATIONAL HIGHWAY DEATH RATE OF
5.0.

PROVIDING ADDITIONAL PROTECTION FOR THE PUBLIC WAS THE
PASSAGE OF THE UNIFORM CONSUMER CREDIT CODE WHICH WAS
ELIMINATED “LOAN SHARKING” AND HAS PROVIDED CREDIT PROTECTION
FOR THE CONSUMER.  FOUR MILLION DOLLARS ALREADY HAS BEEN
RETURNED TO DEBTORS IN THE FORM OF CHECKS AND CREDITS.
OKLAHOMA, THE SECOND STATE IN THE NATION TO RECEIVE AN
EXEMPTION OF CREDIT TRANSACTIONS FROM FEDERAL CONTROL, IS THE
NATION’S RECOGNIZED LEADER IN CONSUMER CREDIT PROTECTION.

TO MEET THE PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS OF
OKLAHOMA, SEVERAL STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN.  VISITING NURSE
SERVICE HAS BEEN INCREASED FROM FOUR TO 49 COUNTIES UNDER THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH.  THE OKLAHOMA COMMISSION ON
ALCOHOLISM WAS CREATED IN 1968.  THERE WERE TWO IMPORTANT
ACHIEVEMENTS IN PROVIDING APPROPRIATE HEALTH FACILITIES TO
RURAL OKLAHOMA - - ONE AT MARIETTA AND ON AT WAKITA.  AN
IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM WAS BEGUN WHICH SHOULD IMMUNIZE 90% OF
OKLAHOMA’S SCHOOL CHILDREN IN THE NEXT 8 YEARS.
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OKLAHOMA IS THE SECOND STATE IN THE NATION TO CLOSE A
MENTAL HOSPITAL AS THE RESULT OF REDUCING THE IN-PATIENT
POPULATION.  “THE SNAKE PIT” ERA OF MENTAL HEALTH FACILITIES IN
OKLAHOMA IS LONG PAST.  THE CENTRAL STATE COMMUNITY MENTAL
HEALTH CENTER IN NORMAN, COMPLETED IN JULY OF 1969, IS THE FIRST
OF ITS KIND IN THE NATION.  PLANS FOR A SIMILAR CENTER AT
MCALESTER ARE UNDERWAY.

TO MAP FUTURE PLANS FOR BETTER HEALTH CARE, A
COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE PLAN WAS INITIATED IN 1967.

UNDER THE STATE WELFARE DEPARTMENT, WE HAVE INCREASED
THE NUMBER OF LICENSED DAY CARE CENTERS TO 696 IN THE LAST FOUR
YEARS.  THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN THESE CENTERS HAS INCREASED
FROM 500 TO 3,000.  OKLAHOMA BANKS SECOND IN THE NATION IN THE
NUMBER OF REHABILITATION CASES SERVED PER 100,000 PEOPLE, AND IT
RANKS SIXTH IN THE NATION IN THE NUMBER OF CASES CLOSED.  A NEW
CHILDREN’S CODE WAS ENACTED IN 1969.  IT MODERNIZED OUR LAWS
RELATING TO DELIQUENT, DEPENDENT, AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN.  THE
AGE OF BOYS SUBJECT TO THE CHILDREN’S CODE WAS INCREASED FROM
16 TO 17.  THE TAFT MENTAL HOSPITAL IS BEING RENOVATED AND USED
BY THE OLDER BOYS UNDER THE CHILDREN’S CODE.

THE WELFARE DEPARTMENT, DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION, HAS
SPENT $68 MILLION DOLLARS ON STATE PROGRAMS PREVIOUSLY
SUPPORTED BY THE GENERAL REVENUE FUND.

OKLAHOMA IS ALSO A TREND SETTER IN AGRICULTURE.  WE WERE
THE FIRST STATE IN THE NATION TO PASS THE MODEL WHOLESOME MEAT
ACT IN 1968.  WE ALSO HAVE ATTAINED THE STATUS OF A MODIFIED
CERTIFIED BRUCELLOSIS FREE STATE, AND OKLAHOMA IS THE LEADING
EXPORTER OF REGISTERED BREEDING CATTLE.  THE SALES TAX ON FARM
MACHINERY WAS ELIMINATED.  ALSO OF INTEREST TO RURAL
OKLAHOMA IS THE FACT THAT 208 FLOOD CONTROL STRUCTURES HAVE
BEEN BUILT IN THE LAST FOUR YEARS TO BRING THE TOTAL TO 1,477 IN
OKLAHOMA.  THIRTY PERCENT OF THE WATERSHED DAMS CONSTRUCTED
UNDER PUBLIC LAW 566 IN THE NATION HAVE BEEN BUILT IN OKLAHOMA.
LAST SUMMER, PLANNING FOR A STATEWIDE WATER SYSTEM WAS
INITIATED.  THIS AMBITIOUS PROGRAM TO PROVIDE AN ADEQUATE
WATER SUPPLY TO EVERY COMMUNITY WILL COST AN ESTIMATED $4
BILLION DOLLARS IN FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL FUNDS OVER THE
NEXT 100 YEARS.
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OUR STATE’S TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM ALSO HAS MADE
CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION.  LONG RANGE
PROGRAMMING OF HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION WAS EXTENDED TO FIVE
YEARS WITH ROADS TO BE BUILT ON A BASIS OF NEED, NOT POLITICAL
PROMISES.  OF 810 MILES ON OUR INTERSTATE SYSTEM, 677 MILES ARE
NOW OPEN TO TRAFFIC.  NEW INTERSTATE SEGMENTS OF 11.8 MILES AND
2.5 MILES FOR OKLAHOMA CITY AND TULSA RESPECTIVELY WERE
APPROVED BY THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF ROADS.  OKLAHOMA RANKS
11TH IN THE NATION IN THE NUMBER OF MILES OF 40 LANE LIMITED
ACCESS ROADS.  A FIVE YEAR PROGRAM FOR WIDENING, IMPROVING, AND
MAINTAINING 55% OF OR HIGHWAY SYSTEM WAS INITIATED DURING THE
LAST FOUR YEARS.  THE ACT OF 1970 PERMITTING THE ADVANCE
PURCHASE OF HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY HAS ALREADY RESULTED IN A
SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS OF TAX DOLLARS.

THE STATE TURNPIKE AUTHORITY CONSTRUCTED THE 53 MILE
MUSKOGEE TURNPIKE AND THE 64 MILE INDIAN NATION “B” TURNPIKE,
AND THE CIMARRON TURNPIKE HAS BEEN VALIDATED BY THE
OKLAHOMA SUPREME COURT.

IN AIR TRANSPORTATION, 14 NEW AIRPORTS HAVE BEEN
CONSTRUCTED IN THE LAST FOUR YEARS.  OKLAHOMA NOW RANKS 16TH
IN THE NATION IN THE NUMBER OF AIRPORTS.

AND JUST LAST WEEK, THE ARKANSAS RIVER NAVIGATION PROJECT
WAS OPENED ON A LIMITED BASIS.

DURING THIS ADMINISTRATION, THE MINIMUM SALARY OF OUR
STATE EMPLOYEES WAS INCREASED BY 55%, FROM $200/MONTH TO
$310/MONTH.  THE STATE MERIT SYSTEM NOW COVERS EIGHT
ADDITIONAL AGENCIES OR PROGRAMS AND 2,000 MORE EMPLOYEES.  THE
AVERAGE MONTHLY RETIREMENT BENEFIT FOR STATE EMPLOYEES IS
NOW $93.58, COMPARED WITH $27.83 FOUR YEARS AGO.  RECENTLY,
HEALTH AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE, PLUS GROUP LIFE OF $12,000 WAS
ADDED.

A $99 MILLION DOLLAR HERO BOND ISSUE WAS APPROVED BY THE
VOTERS FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS.  $67 MILLION DOLLARS WILL GO
FO HIGHER EDUCATION.

TO ENRICH THE CULTURAL LIVES OF ALL OKLAHOMANS,
PARTICULARLY THOSE IN RURAL AREAS, THE OKLAHOMA ARTS AND
HUMANITIES COUNCIL WAS FUNDED BY THE STATE FOR THE FIRST TIME
IN HISTORY.
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THESE ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE SHORT PERIOD OF FOUR YEARS
ARE THE RESULT OF A TEAM EFFORT.

I AM PROUD OF THE RECORD ESTABLISHED BY THE MANY CAPABLE
AND DEDICATED CITIZENS WHO HAVE OCCUPIED DIRECTORSHIPS AND
KEY POSITIONS IN THIS ADMINISTRATION.  I THANK THEM FOR THEIR
TIRELESS EFFORTS TO BUILD A BETTER OKLAHOMA.  THIS
ADMINISTRATION HAS DEMONSTRATED TO THE VOTERS AND TAXPAYERS
OF THIS STATE WHAT HONEST, CONCERNED, AND DEDICATED STATE
GOVERNMENT CAN ACCOMPLISH WITHOUT A GENERAL STATE TAX
INCREASE.  I BELIEVE THE RECORD OF THIS ADMINISTRATION, WHICH IS
REVIEWED IN DETAIL IN THE APPENDIX ON YOUR DESKS, IS A RECORD OF
PROGRESS, ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND IMPROVED SERVICES TO THE
CITIZENS OF OKLAHOMA.

AS WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE IN OKLAHOMA, LET ME SHARE WITH
YOU ONE OF THE PROJECTS MY OFFICE HAS BEEN WORKING ON OVER THE
LAST FEW MONTHS THAT COULD HAVE UNPARALLELED IMPACT ON
OKLAHOMA IN THIS AGE OF SPACE TRAVEL.

THIS IS ONE OF THE PROTOTYPES OF THE SPACE SHUTTLE NOW
BEING CONSIDERED BY THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
ADMINISTRATION.  THE LOWER HALF OF THIS MODEL IS A BOOSTER
ROCKET THAT IS LARGER THAN THE GIANT 747 PASSENGER PLANE.  THE
TOP HALF, RIDING PIGGY-BACK, IS A SPACE ORBITING VEHICLE WHICH IS
BIGGER THAN THE 727 JET AIRCRAFT.  THESE TWO VEHICLES ARE NOW IN
THE DESIGNING STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT.  THEY ARE POLLUTION FREE
DURING TAKE-OFF AND IN-FLIGHT.  BECAUSE THEY BURN HYDROGEN
AND OXYGEN, THUS EMITTING ONLY PURE WATER.  THERE IS A GOOD
POSSIBILITY THAT OKLAHOMA COULD BECOME THE HOME OF THE
LAUNCH SITE FOR THE SPACE SHUTTLE, AS WELL AS PLAY A SIGNIFICANT
ROLE IN ITS PRODUCTION AND MAINTENANCE.

I RECENTLY DISCUSSED THE TECHNICAL RAMIFICATIONS OF THE
SPACE SHUTTLE AND ITS ORBITAL MECHANICS WITH OKLAHOMA
ASTRONAUT TOM STAFFORD.  BASED ON THE LAUCH AZIMUTH AND THE
ORBITAL INCLINATIONS INVOLVED, OKLAHOMA PROVIDES BOTH A
DESIRABLE LAUCH AND RECOVERY LOCATION.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SPACE SHUTTLE LAUNCH AND
RECOVERY OPERATION IN OKLAHOMA WOULD INVOLVE A SUBSTANTIAL
INVESTMENT OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS AND THOUSANDS OF JOBS OVER
THE NEXT DECADE.  THE ECONOMIC IMPACT ON OUR STATE WOULD BE
TREMENDOUS.  THE ATTENTION THAT WOULD BE FOCUSED ON THE
SOONER STATE WOULD BE WORLD-WIDE.
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OKLAHOMA OFFERS A NUMBER OF ADVANTAGES OVER OTHER
STATES IN ITS ATTRACTIVENESS FOR THE LAUNCH SITE.  WE HAVE GOOD
WEATHER AT HIGHER ALTITUDES WHICH REDUCES THE COST OF THE
LAUNCH.  WE HAVE AN EXCELLENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM WITH NEW
SEA PORTS, MAJOR RAIL LINES, MAJOR HIGHWAYS, AND MAJOR
AIRPORTS.  WE HAVE A WEALTH OF TECHNICAL AND ENGINEERING
EXPERTISE.  BOTH “TEAMS” OF COMPANIES COMPETING FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT AND PRODUCTION CONTRACTS FROM NASA HAVE PLANTS
IN OKLAHOMA: MCDONNELL-DOUGLASS AND NORTH AMERICAN
ROCKWELL-AMERICAN AIRLINES.  THEY ALSO HAVE EXISTING FACILITES
THAT WILL FURTHER REDUCE THE COST OF THE SPACE SHUTTLE
PROGRAM.

CLINTON-SHERMAN AIR FORCE BASE IN WESTERN OKLAHOMA, ONE
POSSIBLE SITE FOR THE INSTALLATION, RANKS AMONG THE TOP FIVE
AIRPORT FACILITIES IN THE COUNTRY IN TERMS OF STRENGTH,
USABILITY, AND LENGTH OF RUNWAY, WHICH IS 13,500 FEET.

I HAVE WRITTEN MEMBERS OF OUR CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION
IN WASHINGTON SEEKING THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE NATION’S SPACE
PROGRAM AND OKLAHOMA’S POTENTIAL FUTURE IN THE NATIONAL
SPACE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM.

ALTHOUGH I AM LEAVING THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE, I CAN ASSURE
THE CITIZENS OF OKLAHOMA I WILL DO EVERYTHING WITHIN MY POWER
IN THE MONTHS AND YEARS AHEAD TO PROMOTE THE LOCATION OF THIS
SPACE AGE FACILITY IN OKLAHOMA.

IF THIS DREAM OF A SPACE PORT IN OKLAHOMA BECOMES A
REALITY, IT WILL BE THE RESULT OF WORK BY MANY CITIZENS IN BOTH
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIFE.  IT WILL BE THE CULMINATION OF EFFORTS
ON THE PART OF BUSINESS EXECUTIVES AT OUR MAJOR AVIATION
COMPANIES IN TULSA, OUR CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION, YOU
MEMBERS OF THE OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE WHO HAVE BUILT THIS
STATE’S CAPABILITIES FOR ATTRACTING SUCH A FACILITY, THE MILLIONS
OF CITIZENS OF OUR STATE WHO HAVE INVESTED THEIR WORK, MONEY,
AND PRIVATE EFFORTS IN BUILDING A BETTER OKLAHOMA FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS.  IT WILL BE THE PRODUCT OF A CONCERN FOR THE
FUTURE OF OKLAHOMA AS EXPRESSED BY AN OKIE ASTRONAUT AND AN
OKIE GOVERNOR.
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About Digitizing the Governors’ State of the State Addresses

Section 9, Article 6 of the Constitution of Oklahoma provides as follows:

“At every session of the Legislature, and immediately upon its organization, the
Governor shall communicate by message, delivered to joint session of the two
houses, upon the condition of the State; and shall recommend such matters to the
Legislature as he shall judge expedient.”

From statehood in 1907 to present, the state of the state addresses of Oklahoma’s

Governors have been recorded in pamphlets, booklets, and Senate Journals.  One could

not foresee the toll that time would take on the earliest of these documents.  When these

items first arrived at the Oklahoma State Archives, the leather bindings had dried

considerably, cracking the spines significantly.  Due to the acidity in the paper, many

pages have darkened with age.  Some of the more brittle pamphlets crumble at the

slightest touch.

Thus when we decided to digitize these materials, we faced two challenges: the

safety of the original documents and ease of viewing/reading for patrons.  Our primary

objective was that the unique and historic qualities of the documents should be reflected

in the website.  However, older fonts would not digitize clearly when scanned and even

using a flatbed scanner could cause the bindings to worsen.  An image of each page

would increase download time considerably and any hand-written remarks or crooked

pages could be lost.  We decided to retype each document with every period, comma, and

misspelled word to maintain the integrity of the document while placing some unique

images of the documents online.  Patrons can download the addresses quicker and view

them clearer as well as save, print, and zoom with the Adobe Acrobat Reader.  We have

learned much from our efforts and we hope that our patrons are better served in their

research on the state of the state addresses of Oklahoma’s Governors.


