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Children make up over one-
fourth (26.6%) of Oklahoma’s
population and the number

continues to grow. Today, almost eight
hundred sixty-seven thousand
(866,950) children live, play and go to
school in Oklahoma communities.
Many of these children are in distress.
The goal of the Oklahoma Institute for
Child Advocacy (OICA) is to improve
life for Oklahoma’s children.

The Oklahoma Kids Count
Partnership, a project of OICA, uses
key strategies to achieve this goal. First,
Kids Count “counts kids,” providing
accurate and up-to-date data on the

OVERVIEW & FINDINGS

status of Oklahoma’s children and
youth. Second, Kids Count cultivates
leadership on behalf of children and
youth, giving voice to their needs at the
local level. Third, Kids Count
communicates the needs of children
and youth, using extensive public
awareness activities.

The Oklahoma Kids Count
Factbook uses benchmarks to profile
the status of children and youth in our
state. Benchmarks are quantifiable
measures that, when taken together,
help determine child, family and
community well-being. The eight
benchmarks in the Kids Count

Factbook are low birthweight infants,
infant mortality, births to teens, child
abuse & neglect, child death, child
poverty, high school dropouts, and
juvenile violent crime arrests. This
book, the fourth annual Oklahoma
Kids Count Factbook, shows the
interrelationship of these benchmarks
and how they impact each other.

From the established baselines,
OICA is tracking progress in certain
key areas over time. Progress is not just
improving the statistics. Progress is
using all of this information — and
more — to make good decisions about
state and community budgets and
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programs that affect children and
youth. Effective programs and policies
work together with strong
communities and families to improve
the benchmarks. It’s not just about
numbers; each number has a face, a
family, and a future.

The 1998 Oklahoma Kids Count
Factbook reveals that half of the eight
benchmarks (low birthweight infants,
child abuse & neglect, child poverty
and juvenile violent crime arrests)
continued to worsen when compared
to data from a decade or more ago.
Low birthweight infants and child
poverty worsened further and child
abuse & neglect and juvenile violent
crime arrests showed slight
improvement during the most recent
year(s). The other four benchmarks
(infant mortality, births to teens,
child death and high school
dropouts) continued to improve over
the comparable decade-old data, and
maintained their slow improvement
during the most recent year.

Indicator

Base
Data

Improved

Worsened

Recent
Data

Recent
Number

Number of Children
(1994): 866,950

Children are 26.6%
of the county
population

Low
Birthweight

Infant
Mortality

Births
to Teens

Child
Abuse

Child
Deaths

Child
Poverty

High School
Dropouts

Juvenile
Arrests

6.5% of
live births
1983-1987

10.4/1000
live births
1983-87

42.2/1000
girls 15-17
1981-83

8.5
confirmed /
1000 children

FY 1985

45.1
per 100,000
children 1-14

1978-82

15.7%
of all

children
1980

5.5% of
grades 9-12
1994-1995
School Year

172.4
per 100,000
youth 10-17

1980

16.4% 2.8% 26.3% 3.2%

-4.0% -57.9% -50.9%

6.8% of
 live births
1991-95

8.7/1000
live births
1991-95

41.0/1000
girls 15-17
1993-95

13.4
confirmed /

1000 children
FY 1996

33.2
per 100,000
children 1-14

1991-95

23.7%
of all

children
1993

5.3% of
grades 9-12
1995-96

School Year

341.5
per 100,000
youth 10-17

1996

3,141
average
annual
1991-95

404
average
annual
1991-95

2,777
average
annual
1993-95

11,646
confirmed
FY 1996

228
average
annual
1991-95

195,915
Children Living

in Poverty
1993

10,812
all grades
1995-1996

1,296
arrests
1996

-98.0%


