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2005 OKLAHOMA KIDS COUNT FACTBOOK

A publication which reports on the well-being of children and youth in Oklahoma.
Data from the Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Factbook is included on the website for the
Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy at htep://www.oica.org.

Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Partnership Www.oica.org
C/O Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy phone: 405-236-KIDS (5437)

420 N'W 13th Street, Suite 101 fax: 405-236-KIDX (5439)
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103

The National KIDS COUNT Databook is an annual publication that reports on
the well-being of children, youth and families in the United States. The publication
is free and available through: The Annie E. Casey Foundation, 701 St. Paul Street,
Baltimore, MD 21202, 1-410-547-6600, or online at www.kidscount.org.

This research was funded in part by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. We thank
them for their support but acknowledge that the findings and conclusions presented in
this report are those of the author(s) alone, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of the Foundation.

Copyright 2005, Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy, Inc.

Permission to copy, disseminate or otherwise use information from this Factbook is granted as long as acknowledgment

is given to the Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Partnership, a project of the Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy. Sources
for the data used in this book, which are listed in the Methodology & Sources section online at www.oica.org, remain the

final authority regarding the quality and meaning of the data.
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OICA

accomplishes
positive change
for children and
youth through
three principle
strategies:

Creatin
AWARENESS

Advocacy Maternal & The Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy
o . Child Health (OICA) is a broad-based, multi-issue
Legislative Action L
T k o Data, Publications Health Care Conerage organization that promotes programs and
d lng Leadership Development Education and Awareness policies designed to improve the health and
C Hest Praciices SHZWZ'&Q Collaboration well-being of Oklahoma’s children and youth.
ACTION Youth Qutreach Its work provides a critical link between the
Initiatives Early Childhood provision of programs and services at the local
. Development level and the policy-making process at the
C d n Z n Positive Youth Development level
%; state level.
g Research of Youth Assets In collaboration with
P CY Special Projects The Oklahoma Partnership ) ) .
ﬁr SC/JOOZ Rfﬂdl’}’lfss For more lnfofmatlon gO to WWW.OICa.Org
or call 405.236.5437
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OKLAHOMA KIDS COUNT LEADERSHIP

OKLAHOMA
ABOUT OKLAHOMA KIDS COUNT LEADERSHIP m

kids

[count|
Leaders Build Relationships
Members of each Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leadership Class work locally and
across the state with others who are interested in improving the lives of Oklahoma’s
children and youth. Leaders have the opportunity to network with policy makers,
community leaders, social service providers and concerned citizens.

Leaders Help Solve Problems

One tenet of KIDS COUNT is that local people solve local problems. Each
Leader receives technical assistance and leadership training to support them in their
role as a resource person on children and youth issues. Individuals who are a part
of KIDS COUNT guide their own communities toward creating a better life for
children and youth.

Leaders Work For Children And Youth

Children and youth are our voiceless, voteless citizens. KIDS COUNT Leaders
elevate public awareness of pertinent issues on behalf of children and youth. Through
media releases and events, community meetings, Child Watch Visits, Round Table
discussions and other publicity activities, Leaders generate public interest and provide
helpful information on issues important to children and youth.

Leaders Make A Difference

They are Leaders who care about children and youth. They lead others to the cause.
The work that they do lifts them up as role models to all members of the community.
Through Oklahoma KIDS COUNT, they have the resources, connections and support

to improve the lives of children and youth.

Individuals from all racial, ethnic, religious, socioeconomic, professional and political
backgrounds, from high school age to senior citizens are encouraged to apply.

KIDS COUNT Leaders must be available to attend the KIDS COUNT Advocacy Camp
which is held the first Friday and Saturday in August.

The year-round application process for Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leadership is
easy! Applications must be received by the third Monday in June for the next consecutive
class. Please contact Ann Patterson Salazar at 405/236-5437 extension 106, or

apsalazar@oica.org, if you have any questions, or go to www.oica.org to download S@ Qo y L
o : ) - : ALY
an application.
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Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leaders are trained in the areas of legislative and grassroots
advocacy, communicating children’s issues and community organizing. KIDS COUNT
Leaders are available for group presentations and individual meetings.

KIDS COUNT Leaders are chosen annually through an application process.
(A description of the Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leadership program and the application
process can be found on page 6 in this book.)
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