
county benchmark key: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding Data
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The numbers, 

percentages and poverty 

rate of children in the 

county are here.

The thirteen 

indicators tracked 

by KIDS COUNT 

profile the status of 

children and youth 

in the county. See 

Methodology and 

Sources for detailed  

explanation of 

each indicator. For 

example, High School 

Dropouts only count 

youth under age 19.

The county name

and county seat are

along the top of each

benchmark chart.

The economic cluster the county

falls within is here. See State Profile 

and Methodology and Sources for a 

detailed explanation.

Base data for each indicator presents 

a rate for a previous three–year 

period when data comparable to that 

measured currently was available. 

Each item specifies the base rate and 

period in which it was collected.

The bar chart shows the percent 

change between the base data and 

the recent data for each indicator. 

If the bar goes to the left of center, 

the county rate has worsened. If 

the bar goes to the right of center, 

the county rate has improved. The 

wider bar behind the bar chart is 

the state rate for that indicator and 

allows  you to compare the county 

with the state as a whole.

Oklahoma’s methodology for 

counting high school dropouts has 

changed preventing comparisons 

over time. Trend data will be 

available on future Factbooks.

The county is ranked on each 

indicator to allow you to compare 

rates for the county with other 

counties. 1 is the best ranking; 77

is the worst ranking. 

The map of Oklahoma

has the location of the

county highlighted.

Recent Data for each indicator 

presents a rate for the most recent 

three years. Each item specifies the 

resent rate and period in which it 

was collected.
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Medical Facilities 

catalog the bricks 

and mortar of the 

county health system, 

noting which of the 

seven resources are 

physically located in 

the county.

See Data tables for 

detailed explanation.

Community Partnerships report 

whether the county is involved in one 

of Oklahoma’s two major health-related 

community-based initiatives.

See Data Tables for detailed explanation.

Cool illustrations by

Nathan and Tanner Bostian

Six new indicators profile the status 

of child health in the county. See 

Methodology and Sources for 

a detailed explanation of each 

indicator. Recent Data for each 

new indicator presents a rate and a 

county ranking for the most recent 

time period available.

Medical Practitioners count providers

by type, noting how many are available

for every 1,000 county residents.

See Data Tables for detailed explanation.

The Medically Underserved 

Area designation reports 

whether all or part of the 

county suffers from a severe 

lack of health resources.

The County is ranked on 

the combined Child Health 

Status indicators to allow 

you to compare this county 

with other counties. 1 is 

the best ranking; 77 is the 

worst ranking


