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Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Partnership

2004 Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Factbook
A publication which reports on the well-being of children and youth in Oklahoma. Data from 
the Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Factbook  is included on the website for the Oklahoma Institute 
for Child Advocacy at http://www.oica.org.

Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Partnership www.oica.org
C/O Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy phone:  405-236-KIDS (5437)
420 NW 13th Street, Suite 101 fax:  405-236-KIDX (5439)
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103 

The National KIDS COUNT Databook is an annual publication that reports on the well-being 
of children, youth and families in the United States. The publication is free and available 
through: The Annie E. Casey Foundation, 701 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, 
1-410-547-6600, or online at www.kidscount.org.

Copyright 2004, Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy, Inc.
Permission to copy, disseminate or otherwise use information from this Factbook is granted as long as 
acknowledgment is given to the Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Partnership, a project of the Oklahoma Institute 
for Child Advocacy. Sources for the data used in this book, which are listed in the Methodology & Sources 
section, remain the final authority regarding the quality and meaning of the data.
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I feel good when I can

something back into my community. And it’s really 
fun to paint and hammer and stuff with other kids. 
The people we help are always nice to us and are 
glad that we are helping them to have a better
place to live in.

BUILD

About OICA & Oklahoma 
KIDS COUNT Leadership
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About Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leadership 

Leadership

Leaders Build Relationships
Members of each Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leadership Class work locally and across 
the state with others who are interested in improving the lives of Oklahoma’s children 
and youth. Leaders have the opportunity to network with policymakers, community 
leaders, social service providers and concerned citizens.

Leaders Help Solve Problems
One tenet of KIDS COUNT is that local people solve local problems. Each Leader 
receives technical assistance and leadership training to support them in their role
as a resource person on children and youth issues. Individuals who are a part of
KIDS COUNT guide their own communities toward creating a better life for
children and youth. 

Leaders Work For Children And Youth
Children and youth are our voiceless, voteless citizens. KIDS COUNT Leaders elevate 
public awareness of pertinent issues on behalf of children and youth. Through media 
releases and events, community meetings, Child Watch Visits, Round Table discussions 
and other publicity activities, Leaders generate public interest and provide helpful 
information on issues important to children and youth.

Leaders Make A Difference
They are Leaders who care about children and youth. They lead others to the cause. 
The work that they do lifts them up as role models to all members of the community. 
Through Oklahoma KIDS COUNT, they have the resources, connections and support 
to improve the lives of children and youth.

Individuals from all racial, ethnic, religious, socioeconomic, professional and political 
backgrounds, from high school age to senior citizens are encouraged to apply.

KIDS COUNT Leaders must be available to attend the KIDS COUNT Advocacy Camp 
which is held the first Friday and Saturday in August.

The year-round application process for Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leadership is easy! 
Applications must be postmarked on or before the third Monday in June. Please contact Ann 
Patterson Salazar at 405/236-5437 extension 106, or apsalazar@oica.org, if you have any 
questions, or go to ww.oica.org to download an application.
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Northwestern Oklahoma
Buffalo
   Tonya Robinson
Clinton

Coleen Buckmaster
Cammy McDaugale

Enid
Debi Shire

Okeene
Robin Wittwer-Swaim

Woodward
Kathy Moore

Southwestern Oklahoma
Altus

Rose Jenkins
Anadarko

Lesley Green
Fort Cobb

Elaine Bellamy
Lawton

Angelina Bernard
Jenny Breeden
Regina Hargrove
Katy Isham
Anne Jones-Gray
Art Koenig
Barbara Morgan
Mary Jac Rauh

Central Oklahoma
Chandler

Melinda Campbell
Edmond

Shawn Alyea
Mary Boren
Jessica Brent
Allysceacioun D. Britt, MPH
Terri Burlison

Douglas Garcia
Sheila Griffin
Sarah Koss
Lacy Lodes
Maira Moreno-Hoetker
Leshia Pearson
Casey Reed
Julia Reed

El Reno
Beth Kouba

Guthrie
Heather Wright

Lexington
Linda York

Midwest City
Chelsea Waller

Moore
 Christi Madden

Sjonna Whitsitt
Mustang

Patricia Young
Newcastle

Patricia Atkinson
Norman

Katie Bradshaw-Campbell
Mary Holter
Melissa McLawhorn
Kelley Nedbalek
Julianna Osuna
Sarah Ann Redwine
Laura Rhodes
Fran Rice
Denise Squier

Oklahoma City
Lindsay Ames
Melody Ruth Andrews 
Jana Armstrong
Marty Bacher
Gloria Bates

Masie Bross
Peggy Byerly
Diane Caballero
Belinda Caudle
Suzanne Cannon
Thelma Chambers Young
Doug Cherry
Ginger Clark
Karen Coakley
Marcia Coffman
Cara Collinson
Cloyd Cornish-Patton
Tonya Dennis
Denise Edmond
April Edwards
Vera Ford
Chris Foss
Stacey Frakes
Deann Gattis
Patty Grotta
Wiley Hugos
Lou Huff
LaDonna Hunt
Annette Jacobi
Kathleen Johnson
Denise Johnson-Hole
Michelle Kees
Karen Landolfi
Barbara Liggins-Acosta
Caroline Linehan
John Linehan
Tara Lozano
Heather Martin
Earlene Mason
Kelli McNeal
Priscilla Metoyer
Debbie Miller
Marchell Newton
Keith Pirtle

Scott Prough
Ed Pulido
Corina Ramirez
Becky Reuter
Ronald Rocke
Belinda Rogers
Stella Ross
Vickie Rowell
Sally Selvidge
Carol Schneider
Brent Simpson
Charla Tubb
Carole Turner
Marcy Wiggins
Ellen Wisdom
Amy Jacob Wright
George Young

Piedmont
   Jodie Pierce
Shawnee

Susan Cochran-Morris
Jon Greenwood
Traci Guptill
Katie Morris-Henson
Sonya Rickman

Tecumseh
Robyn Bourlan-Carey

Yukon
Jennifer King

Northeasten Oklahoma
Bartlesville

Sammy Bouy
Kelly Eisenberger
Melissa Nuttall
Debbie Rischard

Claremore
Darla Akin

Mannford
Bethany Dornberger

Miami
Sue Ann Holder

Muskogee
Martha Alford
Laurie Fuller
Sarah Hopkins
Mark Wilkerson

Ochelata
Lisa Jo Griffith-Eldridge

Pawnee
JoBeth Spears

Ponca City
Christy Gonterman

Porter
Shirley Glenn

Pryor
Gayla Anderson

Sapulpa
Becky Bland
Marjorie Lyons

Stillwater
Laura Arnold
Roeann Gibson
Barbara Gish
Peggy McCormick
Susan Weaver

Tahlequah
Regina Christie-Bell
Howard Clark
Margaret Cook
Toby Robles

Tulsa
Janice Airhart
Patricia Atkinson
Molly Casteel
Kathy J. Coorpender
Tonya Crewell

Brian Franklin
Samantha Franklin
Lesley Gudgel
Kim Hall
Athene Kennemer, RN
Michelle Kingsley
Peggy Lisenbee
Dawn Parton
Arthetta Pouncil
Karen Rhoades
Lynn Roach
Stacey Rogers
Linda Watts

Vinita
Elizabeth Nottingham

Wellington
Watt Osage

Southeastern Oklahoma
Durant

Hal Johnson
Hartshorne 

Shaen Sommer
McAlester 

Cindy Simmons
Pauls Valley

Carol Williams
Poteau

Beth Stanford
Wewoka

Sharon Gile
Whitefield

Teresa Butler

Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leaders are trained in the areas of legislative and grassroots 
advocacy, communicating children’s issues and community organizing. KIDS COUNT 
Leaders are available for group presentations and individual meetings.

KIDS COUNT Leaders are chosen annually through an application process. 
(A description of the Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leadership program and the application 
process can be found on page 6 in this book.)

Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leadership

Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leaders
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Advocacy

Legislative Action
Data, Publications
Leadership Development
Best Practices

Youth
Initiatives

Positive Youth Development
Research of Youth Assets
Special Projects

Maternal &
Child Health

Health Care Coverage
Education and Awareness
Statewide Collaboration
   & Outreach

Early Childhood 
Development

In collaboration with
The Oklahoma Partnership
for School Readiness

The Oklahoma Institute for Child 

Advocacy (OICA) is a broad-based, 

multi-issue organization that 

promotes programs and policies 

designed to improve the health and 

well-being of Oklahoma’s children 

and youth. Its work provides a 

critical link between the provision 

of programs and services at the local 

level and the policy-making

process at the state level.

For more information
go to www.oica.org
or call 405.236.5437

About OICA

AWARENESS
Creating

ACTION
Taking

POLICY
Changing

OICA 
accomplishes 
positive change 
for children and 
youth through 
three principle 
strategies:
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Volunteering in the community makes me feel

Since I am only five foot three making a difference 
in someone’s life makes me feel six foot five.  It 
is like when you went to an amusement park as a 
child and there were rides that you were too small 
or young to ride.  Volunteering is a lot different.  
No matter how big or old you are you are never 
too small or too young to make a difference in 
someone’s life and your community.

BIG.

State Profile


